
A SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER O F UGANDA, MR, MILT ON
OBOTt: T O THE S U M MIT C ONFI-:RENCE OF THE I NDE P E NDE NT

AF R ICAN ST ATES HELD IN ADDIS ABABA FROM TH E
2'1\'1) TO THE 25T H MAY . 1963

T he me aning 1 att ach to this Corne r ence Is that we h.ave gathere d
he re t o find a basis .. to hQW we c a n advance the tWQ r evQlut\QIUI which
are running togethe r In Africa. There 1lI t he r e volt agalna t (Qrelgn rule
and economic and SCleW domination. There III a lao t he r evo lutionary
up.urge whic h aims at giving Africa a ne w c r ee d, a ne w c l!' r ta lnty, a nr w
sens e of b elonging by t r a nsformi ng me m ent al attitude.. and orientation
of our ~opl"l1 and by glvine: them a poUtical, ec onomic and lIocial
standard which would ensur e a b..uee U fe t han wI' have today anywher ..
1rI Atrica . To m e# th..lle coals can only b e achieved through a continental
and a joint errort by all of us , There e e ema to b.. no dlaagre..ment tha t
w e ahould ccttect tve fy ..or-k t ogethe r t o achieve th"'l!e gOa-lB.

Wh.at .p~ar. t o me impor tant in thlll agreement .a the quantum
and the total effec::t1venes. of t he joint effort " e are pr e....red to put to
th", task . I am In favour of wie lding a heavy hammer to give a definite
a.tld m eaningful shap.. t o Ihe t hlngB that ..e int end t o do thuB enBurlng
that our Own people and the ....orld a t large ar e left In no doubt .... har ever-
a. to our Inl .. ntlolUl . It iB, of course, very encouraglnll: that th", mer e
presenc l' of aU Qf uS In this city and In this great count ry III In Itself a n
indication of the beeinni"g of a fu rther lI~ep 10 the eontlnenlal re-awakening
or and deBlr .. to unity Africa. ThIB In 11;1 ,,1£ \8 !mportant ill a defin.1!e ete p
fo rward , but I submit that it ' nuBt be b..c k t' d .... lth bold decill lollll and thai
we mUllt n<lt t ..ave this city wit h a decillion that will b", In terpreted by t h..
outaide world :me! by our ~opl",a 10 m"'an th.at " e have met her e only to
agree to m eet again. I do not llooy that we mUlit nf'l m .. ..t again but th" baBis
of o ur futu re m eetings mURt b.. differ ent from whal it I. now ,

My undrr.tanding ill that we have met In this Corde r e llC .. 110 all to
e llplore thOlle areall of agreem..nl whic h will fQl"ln the ba.ill of (lUr futu re
d1.8c UllBio Nl and guide our actton in .uch a wa y that Afric a will be able
to project he r image all a dngle unit , I do nol think It III b eyond ou r ability
and power-a to es tabllBh auc h a basis, Onc e Ihi. basie III e llt ablls hed at
t h is Conference, o ur fu ture m ....Ung. w ould t hen lakr ti,,,, r ol.. o f rra m lnj,l
wha l Africa mUBI a.y and do both wit hin t h" African continent and in her
rel.UoM wltb other countriell.

I .ay a ll !,hill in full und e rs t anding of o ur history and t he e rr..ct of
Iha t hlll iory upon each of us . W.. hav.. b "'!11 r ulctl by other p.. o pl e but the
colonial per-Iod in Afr ic a wh ic h b" lI:an wllh We llt e r n F.urop'" e xplorO!'rll. III
rapidly comine: 10 an end . Direct w"lItern rule on the Conti nen! of Africa
hall outlived U. h1l1torical functiona and III now peris h ing tn a r.. rmentattcn
caused by our bid fo r fre edom a nd Indf"pen,\.. ne e. W.. a r e no.... d .. ve l oph g
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new ide .. and new m ovements . We are also unleashing ne w enl!'rglea In
o r der t o , lve el:pr"lIl1lo n t o _hat Afrlca~. The c ontine nt o f AI r ica and
her peoples seek a new orient a tio n. Our main di!rtculty liu In the links
we slUI have ..ith the powe r s whic h I hatt er e d ou r c ulture and exploited
Our r"8oureell . human lind mate rial . We cannot r un aw. y tro m th" lact
that the economl1!8 of our ne w Illal" l1 a !"e s ti ll dependent On "Ilter nal
powe r-a , Hut our peoples remain .l"nllltiv .. and proud and they look to a
day ...hen t~ir l ..adera ... i ll g ive th.. m full ! ....edam. In my c u e, t he
e sper- Ienc e ta only II fe w months o ld and apII"" from Ethiopia and Lib.. !" I• •
none of 1I11 c an r <!'Ckon this ecr-t o f "Ilpe rience In terma ot dM;:lIdes ,

All • h" r !tag", fro m t he e olonial era, our people are di llea..... r id
den and poverty lItrlcken and this h iUI ted t o a vlelou8 e1rc:l.. of malnl~-

t ritlon, d ia and 10. p roductiv ity. A dec te ie n a t thia C onl'.. r .. nc .. to
agr.. e to m t again i8 a d..c is lon . hich do.. s nol wag.. a ecnunent - ..ld ..
war on Ih vUa Ihal w" ha ve inherl.l ..d . This la a commOIl probl.. m t o
aU of us and Us solution c aUs for Joint an d bold eHort t hro ug h a mac hl n..ry
.Mch ...e mWlt ...labUsh a c .. rtainly not through eoneul tatton good though
thai may b...

Th.. r- a lso n... and o m i nous .ymptOItUl of th.. dang.. r Iha t ...
f;ac ... UnI sr.. &hI.. to ..atabUsh a . t r o ng c ..ntrai m ac hln.. r y . th ..
t ..nd ..ncy to .tll' a.ay f r o m On.. anot h.. r and to form groupings agalnllt
ours e lv.....ill gr OW' . Th.. g r o wth of Ihis t..nd .. ncy .l~l h.. lp our .. . - c ol o 
n ls .. r . and oth.. r po.. .. r11 d.... t rees of ha ving a fuolhold In Africa . And
wh.. n thia b..com es a reaHt y th.. who le b u la o f our revolt aJ:a1nflt fore lg n
cont r ol .. ill he destroyod,

Our r ..vo lution mus t s U(:c....d . This C onf.. renc.. hu th.. t a~k 10 lay
d"wn Ih.. foundation for lis auec" lIlI. I know that th.. r-.. a r .. g r .. at d iff k u lll ..a
. hleh ... m uat o v.. rc o m .. in o r d.. r- 10 t sk.. a bold .t.. p forwa rd . S.. v.. ral

o e ..ntu Me. of c lo... cont ac l .. lth OUr ... -(:olonis.. rs hav.. left d .... p mark. o n
u. . Even in t h La C o nl'er.. nce . .. c a n only c o m m unlc a t.... ith on.. ano t h.. r
.. ith the help of t he former c o lo ni al vow.. rs ' l anguages. Hut ..... cannot
fo rge t Or ov ..rlook th.. fa c t that th.. labour and producls of Africa stili pl ay
a d..eretve part In th.. na tio nal l!Conomi.. a of our fo r m .. r cctcruee r s and 11.1110
t he fa ct Ihat Iholl .. COUllt ri 111111 d rpcnd On the r a" Ul lll .. rllllll Ihey oMain
fr om their forme r c n lonl and on Ihe textn ee , machin... , and COllBU nl e r- lI:OOdB
..hic h t h.. y .tUl s ....1 to . uch ..:o: - c o lo nl.... . Whal "' .. hav.. to d ..c ree at th is
C o nIe r enc e is ..h.. lh.. r our mann.. r. and even our Iempl!ram.. nl .. III conllnll"
to be dominated by our long Ullociallon ..lth our .. ,. - r u l.. r. . W.. hav.. a1.0 10
b..ar in mind in malr.i l1& that df'Culon th.. probl.. ma of povf'rl , and ignoranc..
o r our peep! ... and thf' back- l og of admlnilltrativf' p r obl.. ma whic h Wf' Ind ividua lly
..... m to hav.. acc ..pt~d a a Incapablf' of solution . It hout .. zt .. rnal aid . I do not
. ay thai th..r e ill no n....d for h..lp. nor do I lIay thai ... s hould not .... I com~ any
assistance, but I am convinc..d Ihal any es etetaece . h lch h onds 10 m ak.. u"' a tay
a "' a y from on.. anothp-r Is a ga lnlll Afric a and Afric an propl... ,
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I am O~ of those . ho bettev.. that this Conference would be •
fan~re if we are to ,..ehl.n t o our capitall havinl! only slat ed princlJ:'le8
a nd having only d recto eed, ho. eve '" eloq ue ntly, our intentio ns In rell 
peel t o the need of African unity. Th.. t i m .. for high s ounding w or ds .
81ogan.tl and cllch.... and good intentions has com.. to an e nd ; thi_ I.e
the time fo r coner"'t~ proposals ....d fo r ac tion.

•
I hohl \h.. vi.. . that however nice o n'!' may reel ,UI complete

m ast e ,.. in one'. own house the tirn.. h.. come. indeed almost overdue .
for Afr ican Inde pende nt SI. \ e ll to s u r r ..nder 80m.. of their e c ver- .. iRnity
In favour of a n Nrican C e ntral l...gls 1alur e a nd Executive body with
lIpecilic pow..r. over t hOll" aubjecllI whe n ' divided contr ol and action wo uld
be undeslrable . I reler to sueh 8ub jrctB as th" .. . tahlillhml!'nt o f an African
Com m on Mar'lr.~t , .::Conomlc P l annln !!: on a contin~nt . Id~ ball Is . Colf ectfve
Drf~nce, a Common For~lgn P olle y, a Common D~velopm~flt Bank a nd a
C ommon Mon~try Zon~'; Th~ list is by nO meanll ~"hauBtiv~, a nd I ho~
t hat I h~ Confe r~nc ~ . u t agr~e t o th~ appointment of a Committ~e of e,,~rts

.ho . HI I nvesligat~ th~ matter of c10aer economic and political union among
African Indr pr nde nt Stat rs and r epor t to th~ Il~ad ll of Stat ~s within a per-Iod
not ~"e"edlng ah: months .

I also e onaide r that the q u"slion of .. " chang" of studentll both at t h..
Secondary and a t th.. University l " w'hi nwrlts fa r gre..t .. r- comild.. ratlon
t han hll.ll hitherto b~~n accorded to it I npe d nol reen.. the ecnc r-ete and.
imj>(lnderable b.. nefits t hai would scc r u.. to t~ cause of African unity I
may mention th.. c l e ar advanlage lhat Frrncl. IIpeaking S ec o ndary Schoo l
,tuJ r" t.. would derlv.. out of a yC:lr' g llt ude nlllh ip in an E ngli llh- 8 p...ak ln~

8chool a mi vier versa . \ \' r hav" got to learn ...ch (lth",r 's l.n J:uag~ and ..a ys
o f living a nd wr musl catc h Ihe fu t ur " citl;r... nB of Afric a al th.. mOSI pl astic
a nd mOtn h"Vr ..s siona bl.. stage (If tl lel r Ii... ..... and this is (llle .. a llY a nd che a p
way of going about it.

On no slngl~ tesue has Afr ic'3 eve r h.. e n 110 1I0lid ly u ni te d as on th..
q uea tlon of apartheid and colonialfem a nd Uganda bows to no on e in " " r-
d .. term ination to see UIllt colonialism in aU 1111 forms Is Iiquidah·d . I
wo uld go to th.. extent of offerlrll( Uganda as Ir-alnlng g r ound fo r- Ihe land
forc es that ar.. nee essa ry fo r the liberation tore ..s ..hlc h ar~ n.. eded In t he
struggle against colonialism . IlIuggeBt t ha t Uganda is emlnentlv wpH
sulled to serve the Ihree major troubt.. Spotll of An gola. Moza m hlq u... . South
Afdca and, If the ~eed s hould arise. soeu....rn Rhodellia I .u~ellt that 10
bring t he colonial is ts to their senfles ... ilupera!iv.. cono:lemtUltlons hav~ c e aee d
10 b~ pU O'Ctive In t he slruzgl~ agalnsl 'Oth centu ry colonlalfa m In Iht- context
of Iht- cold wa r . Their pocke t" lIhoul d b e hu rt by Ih.. irnpollltion of ec c no m tc
e ancrton of dlffrr~nt' forms I vpnlur.. to 8uggest that it t h .. white minority of
Souln.., rn IlhodeBla should b~ permlttrd to dO'Clare th..mselv" l1 in<lepend~nt .

t h.. Afric an Sta l u 8hould promptly count!' r thlB by aev.. r l ng Irad.. a nd other
r elaUonB with the IInlt .. d Kln~dom and h.. r fellow t r ave ll ers
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Th.. p rincipl e d rlv l"lil fo ..c .. th;;lt m ot lval ..<l U\l1" .,.'-c o lo,,18...... In

tbelr colonial adv",ntu e e WIOA ",onomie and poli tical ~ .. r . ThO' pre 
dominant conIIld ....a tlon In th.. i f" pre lle nt aU.. mpt to m ainlaJn th.. lr
influ.. nce In Africa t. _U ll Ihe _ame .

We all know th .. humiliatio n . "n.. red b y our . '..o ple under fo r .. lg n
ru1 .. a nd lnfl""n<:e. \l 'e a r .. not Una .... a re o r th.. battl .. W I" 8t ll l have to
fight to f r .... I holl" parts of Afr ic a 8 t lll und e r rordgn dom ination lind
indignity Above all IIUII hav .. t h.. tallk of tr~lating political
rreedom In our .tat into 80cial a nd ",onomlcal r....e d o m Agr m ..nl
thai . .. . h.lI meet again a nd e Ve n • .,tting u p cONlultallv.. CommIU .
o f MIn1sten . Hl r aU s horl of t h.. I!" .. a t t allk Ug llnda will support th ..
",,, ttlng u p of a . Irong politic al. e c o no m ic a nd social mac h inery t o
d ire ct our nex l .. n o r t to fre .. Afr ic.. , t o etve AIr ican po-a pi I' '' a c ontinen 
t al ."curtl , a nd to 1i:1v" our c ont h, ,,,,t t h" prld" a nd d i g nit y .h" d" ."rv"t1

23rd May, 1963,


